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so bad ? I should like to quote here the words of Dr
Joseph M. Miihlig, a Sudeten-German industrialist.
Speaking of the advantages of the ' State of Nationalities *,
he said:

* The inhabitants of a state in which several nations
live are preserved from certain prejudices. They get to
know the individuality of the other nations in their daily
intercourse and have the possibility of learning from
them and of acquiring their virtues and discarding their
own faults. Further, through this living together, they
have   excellent   opportunities   of  learning   languages.
States where these conditions exist are more easily able
to make contact with other countries.   Conditions of
this sort are favourable to economic development and
facilitate intimate commercial relationships with foreign
countries.*

After the September crisis, Miihlig, like all Germans,
changed his opinion; but this does not change the facts
of the statement quoted. It is interesting to record also
the opinion of a Czech, namely Jan Bata, who rose
from being a shoemaker to become one of the
greatest manufacturers in Europe. Of Czechoslovakia he
said:

* Our Republic, from the economic point of view,
has an excellent position. It can support many more
people than it is doing to-day. For this, however,
we need real entrepreneurs  and an efficient national
economy, We have only to exploit our mineral wealth,
harness our water power, become a coastal-state with
the help of canals, intensify agriculture and forestry,